
MM^HMHHHBBBBBII^^BBBBHMMHHM ^H*» mStiSSBS
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by Craig Photos by CraigHaney

If your eyesight is slightly out of warranty, it could affect
your chances of downing a gobbler. If so, its time to

consider a few turkeyfocal solutions.

t's been awhile since I turkey hunted. It seems turkey
season and excellent spring fishing overlap, or maybe
I'm just not as mad at the turkeys as I used to be.
However, when my old friend Dan called toward the

end of the season and invited me to hunt at his new lease,
I conceded to him. I wanted to call up a gobbler he'd been
working the last few days. Dan truly makes turkey music when
he calls, so I was excited about the hunt and seeing his new
hunting camp.

We got set up well before daylight
in the area where Dan had worked

the turkeys earlier. It was not
long after a brilliant west

Alabama sunrise that Dan
called a gobbler down

from his roost and had
him coming across the
dew-soaked clearing

towards us. As the
gobbler

strutted his stuff about twenty-five yards from us, his feathers
glowed iridescent in the spring sunshine. Slowly raising
my shotgun to my shoulder, I put the bead on the old torn
and squeezed the trigger. To my amazement and Dan's
consternation, the bird flew off with all his feathers intact.
Dan and I had hunted together for a number of years but he
started in on me like a drill sergeant yelling at a new recruit,
all because I missed the gobbler. I don't know where my shot
went but, other than not hitting the turkey, it did evidently hit
Dan's button - his loud one.

Seeing the Light
I must admit that, soon after turning forty, I realized my

eyesight was growing dimmer. As a result, I started wearing
reading glasses to help me see things up close. In the years
since, I've gone from bifocals to trifocals. After missing that
gobbler, though, I now figured I needed turkeyfocals. The
answer would require putting a scope on my shotgun to
enhance my out-of-warranty eyes. Clearly (no pun intended),
I was not getting the sight picture needed by using only my
prescription glasses. I needed help.

Mdvantages of a Scope
Scoping a shotgun will give the hunter several

advantages over the standard bead or beads normally
found on most shotguns. With a scope, you have

to keep your head in proper position to use the
crosshairs accurately. With a bead sight, you

can be slightly off with your point of
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A low power variable scope may
be the hunters best accessory.

aim and not realize it, while with a scope it's obvious. A scope
will give you brighter and clearer sight picture because of its
light-gathering ability; more so than will a bead. This is real
important when you call a gobbler off his roost at daylight-
thirty and it's not good light yet. Another advantage is the wide
field of view of a low-power scope. It will help you take aim at
a gobbler in cover or at close range much easier than a bead.
Also, the turkey hunter who uses a scope will acquire the aim-
and-squeeze discipline of a rifle hunter rather than the point -
and- shoot technique of the shotgun enthusiast. Finally, most
scope manufacturers today are making scopes specifically
for turkey hunting, including special reticles that will help in
ranging your bird.

A Sampling of Turkey Scopes
Bushnell Trophy XLT 1.75-4 x 32 Realtree Circle-X Shotgun

Scope: This scope from Bushnell features a wide field of
view and fully multi-coated optics which give 91% light
transmission. The scope is 100% waterproof, fogproof and
shockproof, and filled with dry nitrogen. The scope comes
complete with Realtree AP camo coating and Butler Creek flip-
open scope covers. Parallax is set by Bushnell at 50 yards. The
scope features the Circle -X reticle designed specifically for
turkey hunting to aid in aiming and ranging.

Leupold VX-1 1 -4 X 20 NWTF Edition Shotgun Scope:
This scope was developed in partnership with the NWTF
specifically for turkey hunters. The scope features the Dark
Earth anodized finish which blends well with any camo
pattern and wears like iron. The multicoated lens system gives
the hunter the excellent brightness, resolution and contrast
that hunters have come to expect from the VX-1 series. In
addition, Leupold presets the parallax at 75 yards for turkey
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hunters. Their turkey hunting reticle is called the Turkey Plex
and subtends a turkey's head at maximum magnification, top
to wattles, at 40 yards.

Nikon Turkey Pro BTR 1.65-5 x 36 Shotgun Scope: Nikon
offers their Turkey Pro in both Mossy Oak Break-Up and
Realtree camo patterns. The scope features a removable Anti-
Reflective Device that will increase a hunter's chances when
taking on a turkey's awesome eyesight and nervous, spooky
nature. The Ballistic Turkey Reticle that Nikon designed offers
circle within a circle construction to help the hunter range the
bird and see his exact target even on low power. The Turkey
Pro scope gives the hunter a full five inches of eye relief which
will allow him to safely shoot the hardest kicking magnum
shotgun safely. Additionally, Nikon sets the parallax at 50 yards
for shotgun hunters.

If your eyes are out of their warranty like mine, a scope on
your favorite turkey gun should increase your chances of
downing a gobbler this spring. All you need are turkeyfocals.

SHOTGUN CHOKE TUBES

Get your limit!
Don't be limited by your shotgun and/or choke tube-

Get your limit with Colonial Arms choke tubes
With bird season upon us, it is a time for fun, excitement and of course limits. With
Colonial Arms choke tubes, you can have all! Colonial Arms offers a wide variety of
choke tubes for the hunting enthusiast. Among the most popular are the 2"
extended ported style in Cylinder to Full constrictions and the 3/8" extended
Sporting/Field style in Cylinder to Full constrictions.

Along with these, Colonial Arms offers many more choke tubes
& styles for most major shotgun manufacturers in 10,12,16,20,28
and 410 gauges.

Call today or visit online at www.colonialarms.com & be
ready for the season-whichever season you enjoy.

"What's in your barrel?"
Catalogs available on request.

Please call 800-949-8088 or visit www.colonialarms.com.
Tel: 800-949-8088,251-580-5000 • Fax: 251-580-5006

Email: colonialarms@bellsouth.net
1504 Hwy 31 S. • PO Box 250 • Bay Minette, AL 36507
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