
UN JKACK

Water left on your
gun can cause many

problems if not
properly taken care of.

Keeping your guns clean C weatherproof
will assure years of good service.

n \ uring the next few months, the serious hunter may find
I himself hunting in rainstorms or snow storms. I have some

f _J great memories from successful hunting trips that were
made during rainy days or a snow storm. Guns, like hunters, get
soaked and the water just doesn't sit on the outside. It runs under
forends and into the magazine and trigger guard. Weatherproofing
doesn't stop this, but it does protect a lot of the gun and makes
the cleanup much quicker and easier. Here is how you can
weatherproof your hunting guns.

Compressed air
sprayed into your gun's

action helps clean as

Stocks
Many guns today are outfitted with synthetic stocks that are

waterproof and need no special care. However, there are countless
guns that have wooden stocks and forearms that need protection.
Since there are many after-market stocks available, a simple option
to solve the wooden stock getting wet problem is to replace the
wooden stock with a synthetic stock.

For those not wanting to replace their wooden stock, the next
option is to give the wooden stock a good coating of a wax product

such as Blue Wonder Armadillo Rust Preventative
and Wood Protectant, Birchwood Casey Gun
Stock Wax, or as many seasoned hunters do, rub
the wood down good with Johnson Paste Wax.
Be sure to rub the wax into the wood, both on
the outside and on any exposed interior wood,
such as the channel of a forearm or where the

| recoil pad joins the stock. Any unprotected wood
can wick moisture and do damage in hidden
areas of the gun.

Metal Surfaces
All metal surfaces, inside the gun and out,

need to be protected with a rust preventative
that will penetrate, displace water and provide
100% waterproofing. We are blessed with a wide
variety of high quality lubricants that can do a
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THE GUN RACK

Use optical wipes & cleaners
for your scopes & binoculars.

good job. The liquid protectant is easy to rub into the wood, and
the aerosol lubes are easy to get down into hard-to-reach internal
areas.

Do not forget to protect the bore of your gun or you will end up
with a rusty chamber. I like to use the fuzzy cleaning rods such
as the Birchwood Casey Barrel Boss or Outers Tico Tool as it gives
complete surface protection and is quick and easy to use.

Also, don't forget the forearm/barrel latch on the inside of your
shotgun forearm. It is often overlooked and can rust in a hurry. I
have seen forearms that were almost impossible to remove due to a
rusty barrel latch.

Optics
Today, not only rifles have glass optics but many turkey shotguns

are equipped scopes as well. The metal barrel of the scope and the
base and rings need protection just like the metal parts of the gun.

However, protect the optics from the lubrication as many
chemicals can destroy the important lens coating. For cleaning
and protecting this glass, Buy a small bottle of lens cleaner and
an optical cleaning cloth. This will do a great job of cleaning and
protecting your scope lens. Whatever you do, don't use your shirttail
or bandanna to clean your wet lens when hunting as they may have
grit on them that could ruin your lens.

Expect the Unexpected
When hunting, you should carry on your person a quick fix

protective lube for your rifle or shotgun. If a rain or snow shower
threatens, you can break out the protection. I like a 1-ounce can of
Gunslick Gun-Dri or a 3.4 ounce bottle of flitz Rifle and Gun Wax. It's

quick and easy to apply on the surface and in the interior.
Lubricants such as this also protect the gun from humidity.

I also carry a small spray bottle of optical cleaner and
an optical cleaning cloth, not only for my scopes but my
binoculars and eyeglasses as well.

Cleaning After the Hunt
It is always important to clean your gun after a hunt, but

particularly after a wet hunt. It's a must if you want to protect
your investment. If a hard rain or snow storm was part of the
hunt, you should take the time to totally break down the
gun and clean and re-lube all the parts. Be sure to follow the
manufacturer's manual when breaking down the gun so that
it will go back together properly.

One trick a gunsmith taught me; when I have a gun that
I*1*** has endured a soaking rain, completely wipe down all parts

I can easily get to with a clean, dry cotton cloth. Next, blow
out all recesses and hard-to- reach parts such as springs, etc. with a
can of compressed air. I buy mine at stores that sell office supplies.
The can has an extension tube that makes reaching into small
places easy. Once I have blown out all the moisture, I coat the parts
using an aerosol can of lubricant.
After cleaning, be sure not to put the gun in a damp soft gun case

as it can ruin a gun in a short period of time.

file Reward
Taking the time to keep your hunting guns clean and

weatherproofed before going afield can assure you of getting many
years of service from your rifles and shotguns as well as keeping
their value up.

SHOTGUN CHOKE TUBES

Get your limit!
Don't be limited by your shotgun and/or choke tube-

Get your limit with Colonial Arms choke tubes
With bird season upon us, it is a time for fun, excitement and of course limits. With
Colonial Arms choke tubes, you can have all! Colonial Arms offers a wide variety of
choke tubes for the hunting enthusiast. Among the most popular are the 2"
extended ported style in Cylinder to Full constrictions and the 3/8" extended
Sporting/Field style in Cylinder to Full constrictions.

Along with these, Colonial Arms offers many more choke tubes
& styles for most major shotgun manufacturers in 10,12,16,20,28
and 410 gauges.

Call today or visit online at www.colonialarms.com & be
ready for the season-whichever season you enjoy.

"What's in your barrel?"
Catalogs available on request.

Please call 800-949-8088 or visit www.colonialarms.com.
Tel: 800-949-8088,251-580-5000 • Fax:251-580-5006 [c

Email: colonialarms@bellsouth.net
1504 Hwy 31 S, • PO Box 250 • Bay Minette, AL 36507
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